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WOOD GUNDY 

SPRING IS UPON US! 
LEY WEALTH MANAGEMENT 

 

From Gord’s Desk:  

IT STARTS WITH A PLAN 
Understanding Portfolio Performance & Returns 

 
Last month we looked at the importance of understanding your 
December Year-End Report. To always keep our clients informed and 
confident, I wanted to follow-up by discussing suitable portfolio 

performance to meet your goals and how we work to achieve this.  
 
Financial success starts with a robust, comprehensive plan and the advice and 
guidance of a knowledgeable and professional team.  It is the foundation of what we do 
and is based on a holistic analysis of your financial situation.  Your plan can determine 
the return and level of risk required to meet your savings and retirement goals.  
Selecting the right investment returns and allocating the assets accordingly is crucial. 
Making the right choices in this regard can significantly impact a financially stable 
retirement. 
 
With our partners, when we design your financial plan and investment portfolios, we 
take several factors into consideration.  Suitable performance and returns will therefore 
vary from person to person based on the following: 
 
Risk Tolerance refers to the level of market fluctuation an investor feels comfortable 
experiencing in their investment returns. Investors may opt for aggressive portfolios, 
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characterized by higher volatility, or they may lean towards a more conservative 
approach, aiming for fluctuations.  
 
Investment Horizon: Younger individuals can adopt a more aggressive investment 
approach, setting ambitious goals, as they have the time to bounce back from any 
downturns in performance. As we grow older, the time available for recovery diminishes, 
and the window to bounce back from significant losses becomes narrower. 
 
Temperament: The concern that unsettles one investor might not affect another investor, 
and their criteria for an acceptable return will vary accordingly. You may be the kind of 
person who will take the risk for potentially higher rewards or you may prefer a more 
cautious and steady approach and prioritize the preservation of capital. 
 
Behaviour: Someone who spends a lot of money may need a different return than a 
person who is cautious and conservative with their spending and savings. 
 
Future Economic Conditions: Markets have displayed an overall upward trend 
historically, but the path is not a linear ascent. The importance a financial plan lies in its 
ability to consider a range of future circumstances and strive to identify the most 
advantageous risk/reward scenarios. 
 
To summarize, every investor should determine what they want their retirement to look 
like. From there, we build your holistic financial plan based on this and taking into 
consideration the above listed factors. We then develop your asset allocation strategy 
with the aim of meeting your retirement and performance goals. We are aware that 
circumstances often change and this is why we encourage an annual review of your 
situation. I am available to meet with you at any time to discuss your performance and 
make any adjustments to your current plan.  

 

From Jaclyn’s Desk:  

 

Thank you to all of you who attended last months webinar "Breaking 
down silos around women’s health and wealth." I hope you found it 
insightful and informative. As this topic is of great significance to me, 
I was inspired to share our thoughts and insights with you through a 

series in our quarterly newsletters. In this edition, we will focus on smart investing 
strategies, which is the focus of women in their income earning years.  
 
Women & Wealth 

 
It is projected that by the end of 2028, women will control approximately $3.8 trillion in 
total personal wealth in Canada. Given the distinctive financial challenges faced by 
women, a tailored approach to financial planning is imperative. According to a 2020 
CIBC poll, found here, a mere 10% of women feel highly knowledgeable about 
investing, while only 15% express confidence in their understanding of retirement 
planning.  

https://cibc.mediaroom.com/2020-02-24-CIBC-poll-finds-more-than-half-of-Canadian-women-say-financial-security-contributes-to-their-happiness
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During their income earning years, a significant number of women experience an 
employment gap for childcare or to take care of aging parents and must reduce or stop 
saving as a direct consequence of these responsibilities. Moreover, a potential gender 
pay gap can further limit the funds available for savings. 
 
On a positive note, women have a propensity for earning higher returns, adopting 
purposeful financial planning strategies, thinking holistically, and maintaining a long-
term, conservative approach to their investments. 
 
Smart Investing Strategies 

 
We recommend starting early, making regular contributions, and focusing on building 
your knowledge.  
 
1. Maximize your savings by paying yourself first.  

Adopting a budgeting strategy that involves prioritizing the growth of savings and 
investments through the practice of paying yourself first, helps maintain a steadfast 
commitment to long-term financial stability.  
 
2. Start investing early.  
Even small consistent contributions can add up over time. The cost of delaying your 
savings plan can cost you thousands of dollars. 
 
3. Determine the right asset mix.  

Allocating your assets among cash, fixed income and equities is important to reach your 
financial goals. The type of investor you are, the level of risk you're comfortable with, 
your investment goals and your time horizon will determine your asset allocation.  
 
4. Diversify to reduce risk. 

The performance of asset classes varies over time. We believe in the power of markets 
and that broad diversification is a powerful tool to manage risk, control costs, and 
systematically pursue higher expected returns. 
 
5. Stay invested. 

Staying fully invested in the markets over the long term can help you reach financial 
success. Being out of the market for even a short time can result in missing a period of 
strong returns that can drastically impact overall performance. 
 
6. Invest for the long term.  

Equity markets have consistently delivered higher rates of return over the long term. A 
prolonged investment horizon tends to mitigate short-term volatility, providing a more 
stable and potentially rewarding investment experience. 
 
As women typically live longer, they will be exclusively in charge of managing household 
assets and often become the primary financial decision maker at some point in their 
lives. Longer lifespans also mean their savings must last longer. The next edition will 
focus on retirement which encompasses goal setting, identifying income sources, and 
preparing for the unexpected. 
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                                                                                  Source: Tal, Benjamin & Judge, Katherine. 
                                                       “The Changing Landscape of Women’s Wealth.” 4 Mar. 2019. 
                                                                                                      Suddenly Single, Kerry Hannon  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY NORTHUMBERLAND 
WOMEN BUILD 2024 

Come and join the fun and help us build a better community! 
 

As you know here at Ley Wealth Management, we have made a substantial financial 

contribution to Habitat for Humanity Northumberland and their All-Women’s build.  

Join us in building a better community. 

You are invited to join other women on a day of your choosing from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  T-

shirts, hard hats and approved CSA steel toe construction boots will be provided to all that 

participate.   

Women Build dates: Friday May 3rd, Friday May 17th and Friday May 24th  

We are excited to bring the strength of women together for this incredible opportunity in building 

a better community! 
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2024 TFSA & RRSP 
Contributions 

As a reminder, if we haven’t reach out to you yet to discuss your 2024 contributions and you 

wish to contribute to your RRSP or TFSA for 2024 please call Lynn at (905) 372-7490 or Jaclyn 

(905) 372-3597 and they would be happy to assist you.  
 

 

       Gordon M. Ley, CIM®                Lynn Agueci                           Jaclyn Agueci 

       Sr. Wealth Advisor                     Associate Wealth Advisor      Associate Wealth Advisor 

 

 

mailto:lynn.agueci@cibc.ca?Subject=Please%20add%20me%20to%20the%20subscription%20list
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“CIBC Private Wealth” consists of services provided by CIBC and certain of its subsidiaries through CIBC Private Banking; CIBC Private 

Investment Counsel, a division of CIBC Asset Management Inc. (“CAM”); CIBC Trust Corporation; and CIBC Wood Gundy, a division of CIBC 

World Markets Inc. (“WMI”). CIBC Private Banking provides solutions from CIBC Investor Services Inc. (“ISI”), CAM and credit products. CIBC 

Private Wealth services are available to qualified individuals. Insurance services are only available through CIBC Wood Gundy Financial 

Services Inc. In Quebec, insurance services are only available through  

CIBC Wood Gundy Financial Services (Quebec) Inc. The CIBC logo and “CIBC Private Wealth” are trademarks of CIBC, used under license. 

“Wood Gundy” is a registered trademark of CIBC World Markets Inc. 

This information, including any opinion, is based on various sources believed to be reliable, but its accuracy cannot be guaranteed and is 

subject to change. CIBC and CIBC World Markets Inc., their affiliates, directors, officers and employees may buy, sell, or hold a position in 

securities of a company mentioned herein, its affiliates or subsidiaries, and may also perform financial advisory services, investment banking or 

other services for, or have lending or other credit relationships with the same. CIBC World Markets Inc. and its representatives will receive sales 

commissions and/or a spread between bid and ask prices if you purchase, sell or hold the securities referred to above. © CIBC World Markets 

Inc. 2024. 

Clients are advised to seek advice regarding their particular circumstances from their personal tax and legal advisors. 
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